1783]                 THE COALITION
England allowing itself to be governed by Kox, a man deficient in private character, Pitt replied: "Ah! you been under the wand of the magician." Out of the, vari lations of wit and gaiety with which Pitt brightenec weeks' .sojourn in France, we catch a glimpse of tl sparks alone. Doubtless the weakness of Wilberforet* that time accounts for the tantali/ingly meagre enti diary; but, seeing how elusive a figure Pitt is, we thankful even for these slight jottings.
We are therefore left wondering about the interttours the three Englishmen and Talleyrand, who was the with his uncle, the Archbishop of Reims. Of theii conversations- for where Talleyrand wan dullness < dwell—-we know nothing1. Talleyrand and Pitt, we are structed one another in their mother tongues and e ideas, especially on literature and the advantages Trade.1 What a subject for I ,andor, this interchange o! between the ablest young men of the age, who agreed essentials of polities and yet were noon to be forced I into bitter conflicts How different the future wight 1 had Talleyrantl had enough strength and straightlorw, become chief of the Frem h Republic!
The stay of the three friend", at Reims ended on gtl owing to Pitt's desire to reach Paris in time to nee (k*< a Secretary of the Treasury, who hatt been tnivellii Continent with Lord Thurlow. There nin be little <luub hoped to hear from him news respecting the »»ituutJM don; for they had confidential converge, in which P over Ruse completely to his swlt?,* At Para he hud iing inq time of his return " in A rather Htgniikant manner,"3
